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1808: United States Bans Slave Trade 
Importing African slaves is outlawed, but 
smuggling continues. 


1820: Missouri Compromise Missouri is 
admitted to the Union as a slave state, Maine 
as a free state. Slavery is forbidden in any 
subsequent territories north of latitude. 


1822: Slave Revolt. South Carolina Freed 
slave Denmark Vesey attempts a rebellion in 
Charleston. Thirty-five participants in the ill- 
fated uprising are hanged. 


1831: Slave Revolt. Virginia Slave preacher 
Nat Turner leads a two-day uprising against 
whites, killing about 60. Militiamen crush the 
revolt then spend two months searching for 
Turner, who is eventually caught and 
hanged. Enraged Southerners impose 
harsher restrictions on their slaves. 


1835: Censorship Southern states expel 
abolitionists and forbid the mailing of 


antislavery propaganda. 1 BAA 





1817: Baha’u'llah is born. 

1819: The Bab is born. 

1828: Mirza Muhammad Rida, the Father of the 
Bab, dies. The Bab is placed in the care of his 
maternal Uncle, Haji Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali 

1835: Baha'u'llah marries Navvab. 

1843: Siyyid Kazim dies. Before his death he 


instructs his students, including Mulla Husayn, 
to find the Promised one, the Mahdi. 
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1844: The Bab’s first religious experience, 
witnessed by his wife; the Bab declares his 
mission to Mulla Husayn in Shiraz, Iran; 
"Abdu 'l-Baha is born to Navvab and 
Baha'u'llah. 
Baha'u'llah accepts the Babi religion. 
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1846 — 1848: Mexican-American War 
Defeated, Mexico yields an enormous 
amount of territory to the United States. 
Americans then wrestle with a 
controversial topic: Is slavery permitted 
in the new lands? 


1847: Frederick 
Douglass’s Newspaper 
Escaped slave Frederick 
Douglass begins 
publishing the North Star 
in Rochester, New York. 





1849: Harriet Tubman 
Escapes After fleeing 
slavery, Tubman 
returns south at least 
15 times to help 
rescue several 
hundred others. 





1850: Compromise of 185 In exchange 
for California’s entering the Union as a 
free state, northern congressmen accept 
a harsher Fugitive Slave Act. 


1845: Bab declares himself to be the Mahdi. 
Government reports initiate coverage in the 
West first mentions the arrest and imprisonment 
of Mulla ‘Ally-i-Bastami (second Letter of the 
Living) of the Babi religion, published in the The 
Times of London. 


1846: Bahiyyih Khanum is born to Navvab and 
Baha'u'llah 


1847: The Bab is imprisoned at Maku and writes 
the Bayan. 


1848: Mirza Mihdi is born to Navvab and 
Baha'u'llah 

Munirih Khanum, wife of Abdul-Baha is born. 
Conference of Badasht, Mulla Husayn and 
Quddus besieged at For Tabarsi 
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1849: Baha’u'llah marries Fatimih in Tihran. 
Mulla Husayn dies in battle at Fort Tabarsi. 
Vistors break their oath and kill many, Quddus is 
tortured and executed. 


1850: The Bab is publicly executed in Tabriz. A 
brief newspaper coverage of the Babi religion 
reaches several newspapers in Britain and the 
United State in the autumn. 
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1851: Dr. Rev. Austin Wright materials about The 
Bab and Babi religion to the American Oriental 
Society. It was published by a newspaper in 
Vermont. 


1846 — 1848: Mexican-American War 
Defeated, Mexico yields an enormous 
amount of territory to the United States. 
Americans then wrestle with a 
controversial topic: Is slavery permitted 


in the new lands? 1852: Babis (acting on their own volition) make a 


failed attempt to kill Nasser al-Din Shah, who 
retaliates by imprisoning Baha'u'llah and 


1847: Frederick executing several thousands of Babis; while 
Douglass's Newspaper imprisoned for four months in the Siyah-Chal in 
Escaped slave Frederick Tehran, Bahá’u’lláh receives the first intimations 
Douglass begins that he is the promised one foretold by the Bab. 
publishing the North Star Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali is born to Fatimih and 

in Rochester, New York. Bahá'u'lláh in Baghdad. 





1853: Baha’u'llah is exiled from Tehran to 
Baghdad. 


1849: Harriet Tubman 
Escapes After fleeing 
slavery, Tubman 
returns south at least 
15 times to help 
rescue several 
hundred others. 


- 1854: Baha’u'llah retreats to the 
Sulaymaniyah mountains within Kurdistan due to 
a rising tensions between Mirza Yahya 
and himself. Henry Aaron Stern (1820-1885) 
published a book that mentions "Baba, the 
Persian socialist" for a couple pages. 





1850: Compromise of 185 In exchange 


for California’s entering the Union as a i 1856: After being discovered in Kurdistan, 
free state, northern congressmen accept Bahá'u'lláh returns to Baghdad, at the request of 
a harsher Fugitive Slave Act. ‘Abdu'l-Baha, Mary Sheil and Sir Justin Sheil 


publish Glimpses of the Life and Manners in 
Persia. 





1857: The Supreme Court 
decision Dred Scott v. Sandford 
denies any possibility of 
citizenship for African Americans. 


1860-61: Eleven pro-siavery states 
secede from the Union and form the 
Confederacy, triggering the Civil War. 


1862: The Homestead Act allows 311 million 
acres of western Native American lands to be 
sold to European homesteaders, land-grant 
colleges and railroad companies. 


1863: The Emancipation 
Proclamation frees the slaves. 


1864: Congress makes it illegal for 
Native Americans to be taught in 


€ å Ls their native languages and sends 

heels children to boarding schools. 
1865: Central Pacific Railroad recruits Chinese 
workers to construct the transcontinental railroad. 


Reconstruction: African Americans gain citizenship rights 
and mobilize for public education and elected offices. 
White supremacists embark on a campaign of terror. 


1866: The Ku Klux Klan is founded to maintain 
white supremacy through intimidation and violence. 


1857: The Hidden Words and Four Valleys 
are written by Baha’u'llah. 


1860: Seven Valleys are written by 
Baha’u'llah 


1861: The Book of Certitude is written in two 
days and nights. 


*1863: Baha’u'llah declares himself to be 
“He whom God shall make manifest” in the 
Garden of Ridvan in Baghdad on the eve of 
his exile to Constantinople (Istanbul). 
Bahá'u'lláh is exiled into formal confinement. 


1865: Baha’u'llah writes the Tablet of 
Ahmad. Arthur de Gobineau publishes a 
book describing the Babi religion in French. 


1867: Baha’is in Baghdad petition the US 
Congress for assistance for Baha’u'llah’s 
release. Baha’u'llah begins writing his 
Tablets to the Kings. 


1868: Baha'u'llah arrives in Akka. 


1969: Baha’u'llah sends a letter to the Shah 
of Persia, and the messenger Badi is put to 
death. 


1970: Mirza Mihdi, Baha’u'llah’s son dies 
after falling through a skylight. 


1873: Baha’u'llah writes the Kitab-i-Aqdas. 
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1882: The Chinese Exclusionary 
Act bars Chinese contract laborers 
and immigrants from entering the 
United States for ten years. 
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1896: In Plessy v. Ferguson, the U.S. 
Supreme Court establishes the “separate 
but equal” rule, upholding segregation. 


1898: The United States annexes Puerto Rico, =z id 
Guam, the Philippines, Cuba and Hawaii, o 


1883: In a series of five cases 
known as the Civil Rights Cases, 

the U.S. Supreme Court declared 
the Civil Rights Act of 1875 
unconstitutional, opening the way for 
Jim Crow laws and lynchings. 


1886: Nawab dies. ‘Abdu'l-Bahá writes the 
original Arabic text of Traveler's Narrative. 


1889: E.G. Browne mentions the Bahá'í Faith 
as part of a series academic talks and papers 
in England. 


1890: E. G. Browne, a famed Cambridge 
orientalist interviewed Baha'u'llah and was His 
guest at Bahji for 5 days. Browne was the only 
Westerner to meet Bahá'u'lláh and leave an 
account of his experience. 


*1892: Baha’u'llah dies, his mortal remains are 
placed in a Shrine dedicated to him next to the 
Mansion of Bahji where he spent his final 
years. In his will he appointed ‘Abdu'l-Baha to 
be his successor to the Baha’i Faith. 


1893: Baha'i Faith is mentioned publicly for the 
first time in America in an address by Dr. Henry 
H. Jessup at the World Parliament of Religions 
in Chicago. 


1894: Thornton Chase is the first of five 
Bahá'ís in the United States this year 


1897: Shoghi Effendi, the great-grandson of 
Baha'u'llah, is born. 


1998: The first Western pilgrims arrive in 
‘Akka, including Phoebe Hearst and the first 
African-American believer, Robert Turner. 
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LANA 1901: The cornerstone of first Baha’i House of 
1900: 14 million immigrants JUU Worship, in ‘Ishqábád (Ashgabat), Turkmenistan, 
= arrive between 1900 and 1920, is laid. Thomas Breakwell becomes the first 


r3 TE: = primarily from Northern Europe. Englishman Bahá'í. The first talks on the religion 
*% The Chinese Exclusion Act, are held at Green Acre. 
* which was extended ten more f 3 RP ee 
Sew aare 0O badomes *1908: ‘Abdu'l-Bahá is released from a lifetime of 
permanent in 1912. exile and imprisonment at 64 years of age. 


J 1909: The mortal remains of The Bab are laid to 
rest in the Shrine of the Bab after 59 years in 
hiding. 


1907: The Gentlemen's Agreement 
forbids immigration of Japanese and 1910: ‘Abdu'l-Bahá arrives in Egypt. Ruhiyyih 
Korean laborers to the United States. j j 


Khanum is born Mary Maxwell in New York. 

























1903: 7,000 Korean workers arrive in Hawaii as IJU 
strikebreakers against Japanese workers. 











1911: ‘Abdu'l-Bahá travels across Europe visiting 
NAIN cities such as London, Bristol, and Paris. 


1912: ‘Abdu'l-Bahá arrives in New York City for his 
1910: The Mexican Revolution sends peasants first visit to North America. He dedicates the 
to the border seeking safety and jobs. cornerstone Nettie Tobin brought for the planned 
The Great Migration: More than one million African House of Worship, Wilmette, IL. ‘Abdu'l-Bahá 


Americans migrate from the South to the North. returns to Europe. 


1909: The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) is created. 





1916-1917: ‘Abdu'l-Bahá writes the Tablets of the 
Divine Plan. 
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+A Ta i eee United States nd} 1918: ‘Abdu'l-Baha is threatened with death just 
"GEE ee enters WWI. before the Ottoman military is destroyed at the 
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1919: The U.S. Department of Justice 
rounds up and deports “aliens” from southern 
Europe and Latin America during the 

Palmer Raids. Thousands are arrested, and 
many immigrant activists are deported. 


Hage 1920: Women are granted the right 
liino", to vote in the United States, though 
not all women have this right. 


1921-1930: Thousands of 
Mexican workers, including U.S. 
citizens, are deported. 


1921: The Emergency Quota Act 
favors immigration from Europe. 


1922: The Cable Act declares any female 
U.S. citizen who marries an alien ineligible 
to citizenship will lose her citizenship. 


1923: The U.S. Supreme Court rules that while 
South Asians might be “Caucasian,” they are not 
white and are ineligible for citizenship. 


1924: The Indian Citizen Act 
grants indigenous people the 
right to citizenship. 


Asian immigration is banned, 
| including for wives and children 
of Chinese Americans. 
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1924: The Ku Klux Klan is influential in the passage 

of the National Origins Act, making racism part of 

the official U.S. immigration policy until 1965. 

The U.S. Border Patrol is created, introducing a distinction 
between “legal” and “illegal” immigrants for the first time. 


1929: The stock market crash 

triggers the Great Depression. 

The National Origins Act limits annual immigration 
to 150,000 Europeans. 


1933: President Franklin D. Roosevelt launches the 
New Deal. Most African Americans are excluded 
from benefits, as domestic workers, railway porters 
and agricultural workers are excluded. 


1934: The United States grants independence to the 
Philippines and limits Filipino immigration. Filipinos in the 
United States are reclassified as “aliens.” 


1938-1940: WWII begins. 
Labor shortages mean a 
change in immigration policy 
and a new influx of Mexican 
and Chinese workers. 
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1940: The Alien Registration Act (the Smith Act) requires 
registration and fingerprinting of immigrants over age 14. 
This coincides with FBI information-gathering on “enemy 
aliens” — primarily targeting Japanese Americans and not 
those of German or Italian descent. 

1942: President Roosevelt 

authorizes internment of 110,000 

Japanese Americans living in 

California, including U.S. citizens. 

1 Filipinos are reclassified 

as U.S. citizens, making 

it possible for them to 

register for the military. 


1945: Germany surrenders. The United States 
drops atomic bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Japan surrenders. 


The United Nations is founded. 


1947: Jackie Robinson 
breaks baseball's color line. 


GOD 
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1948: President Harry S. Truman ends segregation 
in the U.S. military. 

The policy of apartheid, a legal separation of 
Africans, whites, Indians and “coloreds” under 
white minority rule, is imposed in South Africa 

The United Nations Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights is adopted. 


1952: The McCarran Walter Act eliminates 
racial barriers to citizenship, tightens quotas 
for immigrants, and allows deportation of 


immigrants for “subversive activities,” an 
element of Cold War McCarthyism. 


1953: A second wave of Korean immigrants enters the 
United States upon conclusion of the Korean War. 
Thousands are Korean women married to U.S. Gis. 


n 
a 1954: “Operation Wetback” 
< expels more than 2 million Mexicans. 


Brown v. Board of Education declares 
| segregated schools inherently unequal. 











OOOO TIT 





1955: Rosa Parks, secretary of the 
Montgomery, Ala., chapter of the 
NAACP, refuses to surrender her seat 
when ordered by a local bus driver, 
leading to the Montgomery bus 
boycott and eventual desegregation 
of the city’s bus system. 


1960: The Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Commitee (SNCC) is founded at 
Shaw University in Raleigh, N.C. 


Lunch counter sit-in protests against 
segregation take place in Greensboro, N.C. 


1961: The Native American population has grown 
to 800,000. Half are on reservations. Five hundred 
tribal and urban Native American leaders meet in 
Chicago to form the National Indian Youth Council. 


Freedom Rides across the South 

begin to challenge noncompliance with federal laws 
against segregation in interstate travel facilities. More 
than 1,000 volunteers, black and white, participate. 


1962: Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta 

i organize the National Farm Workers 

a Association, which becomes the United 
ed Farm Workers Union in 1966. 


Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga become 
the first Japanese Americans elected to the 
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. 
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1963: NAACP leader Medgar Evers 

is murdered. One month later, 

250,000 people gather in Washington, 
D.C., in the nation’s largest ever protest 
demonstration to urge support for 

civil rights legislation. 

President John F. Kennedy 

is assassinated. 


1964: There is a massive effort to 
register African-American voters in 
Freedom Summer. Black Mississippi 


Freedom Democratic Party delegates 
attend the Democratic National Conven- 
tion to try to claim seats on the all-white 

Mississippi delegation. 


The Civil Rights Act passes and the 24th 
Amendment abolishes the poll tax. 


James Chaney, an African American, 
and Michael Schwerner and Andrew 
Goodman, both white, are working to 
register black voters in Mississippi and 
are murdered by the Ku Klux Klan. 


President Lyndon B. Johnson 
initiates a War on Poverty, which 
helps reveal the racial aspect of 
poverty in the United States. 
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